SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL

ROADSIDE NATIVE VEGETATION PLANTING PROGRAM 2008/2009
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST TO PARTICIPATE

1.
Applicant/Contact Person  


2.
Postal Address  


3.
Telephone No. ____________________________ Mob. _______________________

4.
Name of Landholder/s who will be participating in the Group if it is a group planting:


BLOCK LETTERS
SIGNATURE


a)  





b)  





c)  





d)  





e)  




5.
The Road/s to be Planted and approximate Distances:


a)  ______________________________________________   _________________kms

b) _____________________________________________    _________________kms

c) _____________________________________________    _________________kms

6. *  Both Sides / One Side (circle)                 Average verge width/s _____________m 


(Please draw a map on the back of the application – showing roads, approximate distances and areas of the road reserve to be planted)
7.
Special Species requirements:  (The species need to be indigenous to the local area.)

8.
Approximately how long will it take your group to undertake the work? 
Days


When will the work be completed?  Date            /             /

Signature________________________________________________    Date      /       / 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Return completed forms to:


For further information please contact the Shire Environment Officer

Ph: 56629267
SKETCH PLAN OF ROAD/S TO BE PLANTED



OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received : 


Considered By Committee : 


Quantity Approved : 


Applicant Notified : _______________________

ROADSIDE TREE PLANTING GUIDE

Roadside vegetation means shelter, soil conservation, improved water quality, wildlife habitat and beautification.  Its use will make an important contribution towards reversing tree decline and helping retain the unique qualities of our Australian countryside.

Existing stands of indigenous vegetation are of great value and can be used both as a guide to appropriate species selection and a source of seed.  Understorey plants are often overlooked but they are important for the health of existing trees and provide habitat for many animals: insects, frogs, reptiles, small mammals and birds.  Restoration of indigenous grassland species has the added advantage of reducing the cost of fire protection.

Native (indigenous) species are used because they enhance the surrounding environment, creating habitat for native birds and animals and they have adapted to local soil and climatic conditions. 

Other considerations should include soil conditions, proximity of utilities, surrounding environment and purpose of plantation, all of which influence the selected plants growth habits and performance. 
Planning Your Roadside Planting

For a planting program to be successful, planning is essential.  It is important to choose appropriate and recommended species before undertaking a planting project.  Council can assist in the selection of species

Tube Stock Establishment

A.
Ground Preparation
Good site preparation is very important, as grass and weeds compete with seedlings for both moisture and light.

Break up approximately one square metre of soil for each seedling.  It is practical to use hand tools, such as a spade, pick or mattock.  If planting on a large scale ripping may be necessary.  Only rip when the soil is dry and drive over the line straight away to reduce air pockets.

If weeds are a problem, they can be treated by carefully spraying the affected areas with a mix containing contact herbicide (such as glyphosate) to kill existing weeds.  A residual herbicide (such as simazine) may be used to stop new plants from germinating.

In wet situations adequate draining is essential.

B.
Planting
Autumn planting is successful provided frost-tender species and waterlogged sites are avoided.  Stakes may be used to mark tree positions but should not be used for support.  Hamilton Tree Planters are an appropriate tool except in heavy clayey soils.  (Can be hired from nurseries or from Landcare groups)  Never use post-hole borers unless fitted with side tynes to prevent glazing.  Compacted, glazed walls of auger holes impede root development and can result in tree deaths due to waterlogging.

Stock should not be held over in tubes but planted out as soon as possible.

It is desirable that stock be well watered before and after planting.

When removing stock the tube should be gently squeezed, turned upside down and tapped out of the container.  Do not pull plant out of the tube.
C.
Mulching
Where chemical weed control is not used mulching with degradable materials such as carpet underfelt (double),Eucalyptus mulch or newspaper (at least 10 sheets) will do the same job.  Whatever method you use ensure that a 60 cm (2 feet) radius around each tree is kept clear for the first year or growth and survival will suffer.

D.
Pest Control
Netting, plastic or mesh guards may be necessary to control rabbits.

E.         Direct seeding. If a group feels that this planting method is appropriate to the proposed site, complete details of the method used may included with this application and thereafter discussed with Shire officers as to practicality and suitability

F.
Continued Maintenance
Some tree losses are likely even in a well maintained planting.  It is important to replace these trees if the plantation is to be successful.


	Ripping
	Weed Control
	Autumn Planting
	
	Spring Planting
	

	Jan
Feb
	Mar
Apr
	May
Jun
	Jul
Aug
	Sep
Oct
	Nov
Dec


South Gippsland Shire Council - roadside vegetation planting requirements 2001
· Indigenous native vegetation (native vegetation that would normally be found at the site) must be planted on Shire Road Reserves

(Exotic, non native species eg. Pines maybe removed by Council)

· No vegetation is to be planted on roads designated as a strategic fire break or a VicRoads road without written approval from South Gippsland Shire Council Municipal Fire Prevention Committee or Vic Roads

· No vegetation is to be planted within 100 metres of road intersections, in order to ensure adequate and safe sight distance is provided

· No vegetation is to be planted on the inside of curves where clear sight through the curve exists

· All vegetation must be planted 2.4 metres behind the road drain (table drain) or 7.4 metres from the existing road pavement centreline, whichever is greater 

· All trees with a mature height exceeding 3 metres must not be planted with in 2 metres of the road reserve fence (property boundary fence)

· Generally, no vegetation with a mature height exceeding 8 metres is to be planted on road reserves; exceptions may be granted (following Council Approval) for:

· unused road reserves, 

· extremely wide road reserves or 

· plantings on private property

· No vegetation with a mature height exceeding 3.5 metres is to be planted under powerlines. (Refer to the attached information titled: Planting in the Vicinity of Powerlines)

(If you have any questions/queries please contact the South Gippsland Shire Council 

Environment Officer Ph: 5662 9267)
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South Gippsland Shire Council 


Private Bag 4
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